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Eco-Logical Pilot Project- Free Bridge Area Congestion Relief 

July 16th Alternatives Overview 

Purpose: At the May 21st meeting stakeholders had the opportunity to provide feedback on the first 
round of project cost estimation and engineering feasibility studies. The July 16th meeting continues the 
engineering feasibility and cost estimation process. At this meeting stakeholders will be able to review 
the revised project feasibility assessments and detailed cost estimations.  
 

Update on the Process: Since the May 21st meeting TJPDC Staff have collaborated with RDA 
(engineering consultant) and the stakeholders to make further revisions and refinements to the 
alternatives. This included soliciting input form stakeholders via email and online survey forms. RDA 
used the information from the stakeholders and TJPDC staff to develop planning level cost estimates 
and refined the feasibility analyses for the alternatives. 

Summary of Alternatives: 
 
Alternative A-1: Free Bridge Overpass/ Expressway  
Free Bridge Overpass and Intersection improvements at US 250 and High Street. This alternative 
includes construction of an elevated structure that would route two lanes of US 250 east and west 
bound traffic over the intersections of US 250/20 and US 250/High Street. The existing intersections and 
bridge will remain below the flyover structure. The alternative would also include intersection 
improvements at both US 250/20 and US 250/High Street to increase throughput and allow for 
smoother turning movements.  
 
Alternative A-1: Jug Handle/ Left turn elimination at US250 W and High Street 
This alternative includes reconfiguring the US 250 and High Street intersection to eliminate left turn 
movements from west bound US 250. In this configuration traffic wanting to make a left turn would pass 
through the intersection and make a right at Landonia Circle. A new connector road would then join 
Landonia Circle to River Road where a traffic light would be installed. This configuration has the 
potential to reduce left turn stacking at the intersection and improve main line traffic flow. 
 
Alternative B: Park and Ride, and Bike/Pedestrian Connections  
This alternative includes a new park and ride lot located at the VDOT offices (VDOT way and Richmond 
Road) and a hard surface trail. The trail will run parallel to the Rivanna River and then cross the river on 
a new bike and pedestrian bridge in the vicinity of Riverview Park. The trail will provide the opportunity 
for making connections further downstream along the river. 
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Alternative D-1: Rivanna River Parkway 
This alternative includes construction of a new road linking Route 20 with Rio Road. This new road 
would have two vehicle travel lanes with two bike lanes (similar to the John Warner Parkway). The 
intersection with Route 20 would be aligned with an extension of Olympia Drive. In addition to adding a 
new 2 lane connection from Route 20 to Rio Road the project would also include widening Rio Road to 4 
lanes from Pen Park Lane to the John Warner Parkway intersection.  
 
Alternative D-2: Rivanna River Parkway 
This alternative is the same as D-1 but considers improving Elk Drive through Darden Towe Park rather 
than constructing a road west of the Elks Lodge and the slated development for the land parcel south of 
the Lodge. 
 
Alternative F: Increased Lane Capacity on Free Bridge 
This alternative has been significantly adjusted based on feedback from stakeholders, input from the 
engineering consultant and TJPDC staff. The alternative no longer considers reversing lanes but instead 
looks at increasing the number of through traffic lanes between High Street and Route 20 to three lanes 
in each direction. Increasing the number of lanes would require removal of existing sidewalks and 
relocating them to a dedicated bike and pedestrian crossing immediately down river of the existing 
span. 
 
Alternative G: South Pantops Drive Connector Bridge 
This alternative includes a new bridge connection between New House Drive/South Pantops Drive and 
East High Street. The bridge would be a two lane urban style bridge with appropriate bike and 
pedestrian facility accommodations. Additional considerations include a new intersection at High Street 
and New House Drive/South Pantops Drive.  
Revisions: 

 Aligning the Charlottesville end of the bridge with Willow Drive 

 Making improvements to South Pantops Drive in the vicinity of the Pantops Shopping Center 

 New intersection at New House Drive and South Pantops Drive 

 Reconfigured access to Pantops Shopping Center 

Alternative I: Intersection Improvements at US 250/Route 20 
Intersection improvements at US 250/Route 20. This alternative consists of intersection improvements 
that would improve side street and turning movements. Additional side street lanes would be added to 
allow the implementation of split phase light timing. These changes have the potential to reduce 
collisions and improve intersection efficacy. 

Next Steps: 
TJPDC Staff will begin the process of running alternatives through the Regional Ecological Framework 
tool and Travel Demand model. Results of this process will be discussed at the next meeting in 
September. Stakeholders can expect information about how alternatives would impact the natural 
environment and regional traffic conditions. 


