
C. Dwayne Jones – Director – Waynesboro Parks & Recreation

President- Blue Ridge Tunnel Foundation

Laying Tracks…  
Forging the Crozet 
Tunnel Greenway

Joint MPO Meeting 
Waynesboro  - September 27



• Constructed between 1850 & 1858
    $488,000

• 4,275’ long and was the longest 
     tunnel in North America at that time

• Lies 700’ below Scott Mountain-  
Rockfish Gap (before I-64)

• Built by hand - Irish immigrants & 
black slaves

• Adjacent rail line was opened in 1944

• 1950’s bulkheads were installed
     to store natural gas 

• Tunnel sold to Nelson County for $1 

in 2001 from CSX

• Opened in November 2020

• $5.75 million – all 3 phases



Special Location & Opportunity



East Portal looking west 
(I-64 – Exit 99)

Afton | Nelson County

Looking east 
(I-64 W)



East Portal (August 2013)
Afton | Nelson County



Phase I – Eastern trail, parking lot

Phase 1 - $797,000



Phase I –  access trail 











Phase II – Bulkhead 
removal, shotcrete, 
tunnel trail surface 

–  completed 
November 2019

$3.8 million

Phase 2 - $3.7 million



















Phase IIII– Fi 
western portal brick 

work, western 
connector trail to 
Rte. 250 trailhead

$1.2 million

Began fall 2019
completed 
late 2020















Over 257,000 
people have 
visited the 

tunnel since 
opening in 

November 2020 







www.BlueRidgeTunnel.org















What’s next?



Trails Are “Outdoor” 
                             Economic Engines



Waynesboro’s South River Greenway







EFLAP (Eastern Federal Lands Access Program) - Rockfish Gateway Trail - $950 K



Sunset Park









Crozet Tunnel Jones Hollow 
Reservoir

Sunset Park Hiking / Biking trails 



Jones Hollow Reservoir –  ½ mile from western portal of trail































Waynesboro’s Outdoor Playground…….





Drill Holes (August 2013) – Allen Hale
Evidence of Hand-Powered Tunneling Equipment



Built by hand by Irish immigrants (potato famine) & black slaves

More info - Mary Lyons author of Slave Labor on Virginia's Blue Ridge Tunnel
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