
Erik Olsen     eolsen@blacksburg.gov



Where is Blacksburg?

Population:

• Montgomery County: 98,535
• Blacksburg: 44,303
• Christiansburg: 22,163 

You are here

Blacksburg



Montgomery & Albemarle

Comparing peers



Montgomery & Albemarle
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• Blacksburg: 44,303
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Population: 109,330
• Charlottesville: 47,096
• Crozet: 7,159
• Keswick: 4,304



Montgomery & Albemarle
Population: 98,535
• Blacksburg: 44,303
• Christiansburg: 22,163

Population: 109,330
• Charlottesville: 47,096
• Crozet: 7,159
• Keswick: 4,304

Transit:

• UTS: 44 buses, 3M trips
• CAT: 36 buses, 1.8M trips
• Jaunt, etc: ~100 vehicles …

Transit:

• BT: 72 buses, 4.6 trips
• Others: ~50 vehicles …





Regional Collaboration

1. Blacksburg Transit (BT)
2. New River Valley Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO)
3. Others



Regional Collaboration

1. Blacksburg Transit (BT) & 
Virginia Tech









3 bus routes, 1983











Take aways

$ win-win

BT-VT communication

Town-Gown
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2. New River Valley MPO







Bike share launch 7/21/18
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Other systems

• Smart Way Commuter bus  2004
• Radford Transit  2011
• Pulaski Area Transit to Christiansburg  2015
• Amtrak Roanoke station  2017
• DRPT Virginia Breeze  2017

All of these connect to our region



2004 2011
2015

Amtrak & Virginia Breeze
2017



Regional projects

• A Vision for NRV Commuter Employment 
Transportation (2009)

• New River Valley MPO Multimodal Plan (2014 and 
2021)

• New River Valley Transit GIS Database (2015)
• NRV MPO Regional Transit study (2016)
• Bus Stop Safety and Accessibility studies (BT: 

2015, PAT: 2018, RT: 2018)
• 3 simultaneous Transit Development Plans (2018)
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Questions?



Image credits

• Images from the Roanoke Times (Virginia 
Breeze), Railway Age (Amtrak/Roanoke 
image), Smartway website (logo), BT, RT, PAT, 
NRVMPO, NRVRC, Foursquare, Google, and 
DRPT.


